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FICTION 

 

Classic Literature 

-Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austin 

-The Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest  

    Hemingway 

-Sense and Sensibility, by Jane Austin 

 

Contemporary Fiction 

-Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, Parts I                   
 and II, by J.K. Rowling* 

-Sweet Water, by Christina Baker Kline 

-In the Unlikely Event, by Judy Blume 

 

Historical Fiction 

-The Samurai’s Garden, by Gail Tsukiyama 

-Orphan Train, by Christina Baker Kline 

-The Dogs of Winter, by Bobbie Pyron 

-The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie                       
 Society, by Mary Ann Shaffer and  

 Annie Barrows 

-All the Light We Cannot See, by Anthony  

 Doerr 

 

Mystery, Thriller, Suspense 

-The Cinderella Murder by Mary Higgins    
 Clark 

-We Were Liars  by E. Lockhart 

 

Science Fiction and Fantasy 

-The Lunar Chronicles: Winter Book 4 by 
 Marissa Meyer 

-The Amulet of Samarkand by Jonathan 
 Stroud 

-City of Bones by Cassandra Clare 

-Ash by Malinda Lo 

-The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

 

Young Adult Fiction 

-The Princess Bride, by W. Goldman 

-Along for the Ride, by Sarah Dessen 

-Stolen, by Lucy Christopher 

-Lies We Tell Ourselves, by Robin Talley 

-Trouble is a Friend of Mine, by Stephanie Tromly 

-Asylum,  by Madeline Roux 

 

NON-FICTION 

 

Arts & Entertainment 

-Why Your Five-Year-Old Could Not Have Done 
 That—Modern Art Explained, by Susie Hodge 

 

Biography and Memoir 

-Stronger, by Jeff Bauman 

-The Last Lecture, by Randy Pausch 

-When Breath Becomes Air, by Paul Kalanithi 

 

Psychology & Self-Improvement 

-10% Happier, by Dan Harris 

-The Mindful Teen: Powerful Skills to Help You    
Handle Stress One Moment at a Time, by 
Dzung X. Vo  

-Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be  by Frank 
 Bruni 

 

Science & Environment 

-Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson 

-On Care for Our Common Home, by Pope Francis 

 

History 

-Knights of the Golden Circle: Secret Empire, South
 ern Secession, Civil War, by David C. Keehn 

Please Note: 

*Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, by J.K. Rowling 
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Dear Walpole High Students: 

This year we are offering over forty titles from which to choose; some of the titles were student   

suggestions. We hope that each student finds a title he or she can get excited about reading!  

All students must read one book chosen from the list.  

During the Summer Reading day selected in September, you will:  

 Meet with a group of students and at least one staff member who read the same book 

 Provide a written response to a prompt 

 Engage in a discussion of the book 

Based on your written response and your participation in the discussion, you will receive a PASS/

FAIL grade. Your participation in the Summer Reading program will be recorded on your official 

Walpole High School transcript and a passing grade will be worth 0.5 credits.                                                  

A FAILING grade will keep you off of the Honor Roll for first quarter. 

We recommend you take brief reading notes (no more than one side of a sheet of paper) while you 

read. You may bring both the book and the page of notes to your Summer Reading group.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: Books with mature themes are limited to students who will be juniors or seniors. 

 

A note to parents: Our goal is to create a community of readers. We have selected books that we as 

teachers enjoy reading. We hope that by providing students a forum for reading, sharing, and       

discussing books that most interest them, they will find reading a pleasurable experience. We have 

identified books with mature themes and have restricted their selection to juniors and seniors; if you 

want more information about a book before your son or daughter selects it, please go to 

www.goodreads.com, www.barnesandnoble.com, or www.amazon.com to read their on-line               

reviews. Reading can be a family activity; we encourage family members to read along and discuss 

the book selected. Reading provides pleasure as well as intellectual growth. 

 

The Walpole Public Library and the Walpole Barnes and Noble should have most of these titles 

available. 

 

For a brief description of each summer reading title, click on the Summer Reading Program link on 

the Walpole High School website. 

http://www.goodreads.com
http://www.barnesandnoble.com
http://www.amazon.com
http://walpolewhs.ss5.sharpschool.com
http://walpolewhs.ss5.sharpschool.com
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FICTION 
 
Classic Literature 
 
Pride and Prejudice, by Jane Austen 
Sponsored by: Ms. Kay 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife.”  So 
begins Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen’s witty comedy of manners–one of the most popular novels of all time–that fea-
tures splendidly civilized sparring between the proud Mr. Darcy and the prejudiced Elizabeth Bennet as they play out 
their spirited courtship in a series of eighteenth-century drawing-room intrigues.  
  
The Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemingway 
Sponsored by: Mr. Gibson 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
It is the story of an old Cuban fisherman and his supreme ordeal: a relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out 
in the Gulf Stream. Using the simple, powerful language of a fable, Hemingway takes the timeless themes of courage in 
the face of defeat and personal triumph won from loss and transforms them into a magnificent twentieth-century classic.  
  
Sense and Sensibility, by Jane Austin 
Sponsored by: Mr. Salmans 
Reading Level: Difficult    Mature Themes: No 
Marianne Dashwood wears her heart on her sleeve, and when she falls in love with the dashing but unsuitable John 
Willoughby she ignores her sister Elinor’s warning that her impulsive behavior leaves her open to gossip and innuendo. 
Meanwhile Elinor, always sensitive to social convention, is struggling to conceal her own romantic disappointment, even 
from those closest to her. Through their parallel experience of love—and its threatened loss—the sisters learn that 
sense must mix with sensibility if they are to find personal happiness in a society where status and money govern the 
rules of love. 
  
Contemporary Fiction 
 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, Parts I and II, by J.K. Rowling (release date 7/31/16) 
Sponsored by: Ms. Linden 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
It was always difficult being Harry Potter and it isn’t much easier now that he is an overworked employee of the Ministry 
of Magic, a husband, and father of three school-age children.  While Harry grapples with a past that refuses to stay 
where it belongs, his youngest son Albus must struggle with the weight of a family legacy he never wanted. As past and 
present fuse ominously, both father and son learn the uncomfortable truth: sometimes darkness comes from unexpected 
places.  
  
Sweet Water, by Christina Baker Kline 
Sponsored by: Ms. Baumgartner 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
When a grandfather she never knew bequeaths her a house and 60 acres of land in Sweetwater, Tenn., a restless 
young artist leaves New York to recover her past and rethink her future. Cassie Simon’s mother Ellen died when Cassie 
was only three; raised in Boston by her grieving father, she never knew her maternal relatives. Unprepared for the thick 
veil of mystery that surrounds them, Cassie is especially bewildered by her brusque grandmother, whom rumor credits 
with hiding a terrible secret about Ellen’s death. In alternating sections told from their respective points of view, Cassie 
and her grandmother fight their separate battles to cope with the truth about the tragedy.  
 
In the Unlikely Event, by Judy Blume 
Sponsored by: Ms. McKee 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
In 1987, Miri Ammerman returns to her hometown of Elizabeth, New Jersey, to attend a commemoration of the worst 
year of her life.  Thirty-five years earlier, when Miri was fifteen, and in love for the first time, a succession of airplanes fell 
from the sky, leaving a community reeling. Against this backdrop of actual events that Blume experienced in the early 
1950s, when airline travel was new and exciting and everyone dreamed of going somewhere, Judy Blume imagines and 
weaves together a haunting story of three generations of families, friends, and strangers. A-bomb hysteria, rumors of 
Communist threat. And a young journalist who makes his name reporting tragedy.   
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FICTION 
 

Historical Fiction 
 
The Samurai’s Garden, by Gail Tsukiyama 
Sponsored by: Ms. Pierce 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
A 20-year-old Chinese painter named Stephen is sent to his family’s summer home in a Japanese coastal village to re-
cover from a bout with tuberculosis. Here he is cared for by Matsu, a reticent housekeeper and a master gardener. Over 
the course of a remarkable year, Stephen learns Matsu’s secret and gains not only physical strength, but also profound 
spiritual insight. Matsu is a samurai of the soul, a man devoted to doing good and finding beauty in a cruel and arbitrary 
world, and Stephen is a noble student, learning to appreciate Matsu’s generous and nurturing way of life and to love 
Matsu’s soul-mate, gentle Sachi, a woman afflicted with leprosy. 
 
Orphan Train, by Christina Baker Kline 
Sponsored by: Ms. K Milne 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
A captivating story of two very different women who build an unexpected friendship: a 91-year-old woman with a hidden 
past as an orphan-train rider and the teenage girl whose own troubled adolescence leads her to seek answers to ques-
tions no one has ever thought to ask. 
 
The Dogs of Winter, by Bobbie Pyron 
Sponsored by: Ms. Jordan 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
When Ivan’s mother disappears, he’s abandoned on the streets of Moscow, with little chance to make it through the 
harsh winter. But help comes in an unexpected form: Ivan is adopted by a pack of dogs, and the dogs quickly become 
more than just his street companions: They become his family. Soon Ivan, who used to love reading fairytales, is practi-
cally living in one, as he and his pack roam the city and countryside, using their wits to find food and shelter, dodging 
danger, begging for coins. But Ivan can’t stay hidden from the world of people forever. When help is finally offered to 
him, will he be able to accept it? Will he even want to? 
 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows 
Sponsored by: Ms. Lerner 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
“I wonder how the book got to Guernsey? Perhaps there is some sort of secret homing instinct in books that brings them 
to their perfect readers.” January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet 
Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a man she’s never 
met, a native of the island of Guernsey, who has come across her name written inside a book by Charles Lamb…. 
 
All the Light We Cannot See, by Anthony Doerr 
Sponsored by: Ms. Butler 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly ambitious instant New York 
Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to sur-
vive the devastation of World War II. 
 
Mystery, Thriller, Suspense 
 
The Cinderella Murder, by Mary Higgins Clark 
Sponsored by: Ms. Fontaine 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
Television producer Laurie Moran is delighted when the pilot for her reality drama, Under Suspicion, is a success. Even 
more, the program – a cold case series that revisits unsolved crimes by recreating them with those affected – is off to a 
fantastic start when it helps solve an infamous murder in the very first episode.  
 
We Were Liars, by E. Lockhart 
Sponsored by: Ms. Hackett 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
A modern, sophisticated suspense novel.  A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. A brilliant, damaged girl; 
a passionate, political boy. A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive. A revolution. An acci-
dent. A secret. Lies upon lies. True love. The truth.  
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FICTION 
 
  
Science Fiction and Fantasy 
 
The Lunar Chronicles Winter Book 4, by Marissa Meyer 
Sponsored by: Ms. Pelletier 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
Princess Winter is admired by the Lunar people for her grace and kindness, and despite the scars that mar her face, her 
beauty is said to be even more breathtaking than that of her stepmother, Queen Levana.  Winter despises her stepmoth-
er, and knows Levana won’t approve of her feelings for her childhood friend—the handsome palace guard, Jacin. But 
Winter isn’t as weak as Levana believes her to be and she’s been undermining her stepmother’s wishes for years. To-
gether with the cyborg mechanic, Cinder, and her allies, Winter might even have the power to launch a revolution and 
win a war that’s been raging for far too long.  Can Cinder, Scarlet, Cress, and Winter defeat Levana and find their happi-
ly ever afters? 
 
The Amulet of Samarkand, by Jonathan Stroud 
Sponsored by: Mr. Strick 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
Nathaniel is a boy magician-in-training, sold to the government by his birth parents at the age of five and sent to live as 
an apprentice to a master. Powerful magicians rule Britain, and its empire, and Nathaniel is told his is the “ultimate sacri-
fice” for a “noble destiny.”   He devours magical texts and hones his magic skills, all the while trying to appear subservi-
ent to his master. When he musters the strength to summon the 5,000-year-old djinni Bartimaeus to avenge Lovelace by 
stealing the powerful Amulet of Samarkand, the boy magician plunges into a situation more dangerous and deadly than 
anything he could ever imagine. 
 
City of Bones, by Cassandra Clare 
Sponsored by: Ms. Allison 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly expects to witness a 
murder― much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and brandishing bizarre weap-
ons. Then the body disappears into thin air. It’s hard to call the police when the murderers are invisible to everyone else 
and when there is nothing―not even a smear of blood―to show that a boy has died. Or was he a boy?  This is Clary’s 
first meeting with the Shadowhunters, warriors dedicated to ridding the earth of demons. It’s also her first encounter with 
Jace, a Shadowhunter who looks a little like an angel and acts a lot like a jerk. Within twenty-four hours Clary is pulled 
into Jace’s world with a vengeance, when her mother disappears and Clary herself is attacked by a demon. But why 
would demons be interested in ordinary mundanes like Clary and her mother? And how did Clary suddenly get the 
Sight? The Shadowhunters would like to know…  
 
Ash, by Malinda Lo 
Sponsored by: Ms. Reichheld 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No (LGBT Themes: Yes) 
Cinderella retold: In the wake of her father’s death, Ash is left at the mercy of her cruel stepmother. Consumed with 
grief, her only joy comes by the light of the dying hearth fire, rereading the fairy tales her mother once told her. In her 
dreams, someday the fairies will steal her away, as they are said to do. When she meets the dark and dangerous fairy 
Sidhean, she believes that her wish may be granted. 
 
The Graveyard Book, by Neil Gaiman 
Sponsored by: Ms. Fisher 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other supernatural 
residents agree to raise him as one of their own.  Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He 
would be completely normal if he didn’t live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, with a soli-
tary guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living nor of the dead. There are dangers and adventures in the 
graveyard for a boy. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will come under attack from the man Jack—who has al-
ready killed Bod’s family. 
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FICTION 
 
 
Young Adult Fiction 
 
The Princess Bride, by W. Goldman 
Sponsored by: Ms. O’Leary 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
What’s it about? Fencing. Fighting. True Love. Strong Hate. Harsh Revenge. A Few Giants. Lots of Bad Men. Lots of 
Good Men. Five or Six Beautiful Women. Beasties Monstrous and Gentle. Some Swell Escapes and Captures. Death, 
Lies, Truth, Miracles, and a Little Sex. 
 
Along for the Ride, by Sarah Dessen 
Sponsored by: Ms. Canney 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
It’s been so long since Auden slept at night. Ever since her parents’ divorce—or since the fighting started. Now she has 
the chance to spend a carefree summer with her dad and his new family in the charming beach town where they live.  A 
job in a clothes boutique introduces Auden to the world of girls: their talk, their friendship, their crushes. She missed out 
on all that, too busy being the perfect daughter to her demanding mother. Then she meets Eli, an intriguing loner and a 
fellow insomniac who becomes her guide to the nocturnal world of the town. Together they embark on parallel quests: 
for Auden, to experience the carefree teenage life she’s been denied; for Eli, to come to terms with the guilt he feels for 
the death of a friend. 
 
Stolen, by Lucy Christopher 
Sponsored by: Ms. Waters 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
Sixteen year old Gemma is kidnapped from Bangkok airport and taken to the Australian Outback. This wild and desolate 
landscape becomes almost a character in the book, so vividly is it described. Ty, her captor, is no stereotype. He is 
young, fit and completely gorgeous. This new life in the wilderness has been years in the planning. He loves only her, 
wants only her. Under the hot glare of the Australian sun, cut off from the world outside, can the force of his love make 
Gemma love him back?   The story takes the form of a letter, written by Gemma to Ty, reflecting on those strange and 
disturbing months in the outback. Months when the lines between love and obsession, and love and dependency, blur 
until they don’t exist – almost. 
 
Lies We Tell Ourselves, by Robin Talley 
Sponsored by: Ms. Wilson 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
In 1959 Virginia, the lives of two girls on opposite sides of the battle for civil rights will be changed forever.  Sarah Dun-
bar is one of the first black students to attend the previously all-white Jefferson High School. An honors student at her 
old school, she is put into remedial classes, spit on and tormented daily.  Linda Hairston is the daughter of one of the 
town’s most vocal opponents of school integration. She has been taught all her life that the races should be kept sepa-
rate but equal.  Forced to work together on a school project, Sarah and Linda must confront harsh truths about race, 
power and how they really feel about one another. 
 
Trouble is a Friend of Mine, by Stephanie Tromly 
Sponsored by: Ms. Morrier 
Reading Level: Easy     Mature Themes: No 
The first time Philip Digby shows up on Zoe Webster’s doorstep, he’s rude and he treats her like a book he’s already 
read and knows the ending to.  But before she knows it, Zoe’s allowed Digby—annoying, brilliant, and somehow…
attractive? Digby—to drag her into a series of hilarious, dangerous, and only vaguely legal schemes all related to the 
kidnapping of a local teenage girl. A kidnapping that might be connected to the tragic disappearance of his little sister 
eight years ago. When it comes to Digby, Zoe just can’t say no. 
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FICTION 
 
Young Adult Fiction (continued) 
 
Asylum, by Madeline Roux 
Sponsored by: MS. Giblin 
Reading Level: Easy     Mature Themes: No 
For sixteen-year-old Dan Crawford, New Hampshire College Prep is more than a summer program—it’s a lifeline. An 
outcast at his high school, Dan is excited to finally make some friends in his last summer before college. But when he 
arrives at the program, Dan learns that his dorm for the summer used to be a sanatorium, more commonly known as an 
asylum. And not just any asylum—a last resort for the criminally insane.  As Dan and his new friends, Abby and Jordan, 
explore the hidden recesses of their creepy summer home, they soon discover it’s no coincidence that the three of them 
ended up here. Because the asylum holds the key to a terrifying past. And there are some secrets that refuse to stay 
buried.  Featuring found photos of unsettling history and real abandoned asylums and filled with chilling mystery and 
page-turning suspense, Madeleine Roux’s teen debut, Asylum, is a horror story that treads the line between genius and 
insanity. 
 

NON-FICTION 
 
Arts & Entertainment 
 
Why Your Five-Year-Old Could Not Have Done That – Modern Art Explained, by Susie Hodge 
Sponsored by: Mr. Kim 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
Come on, you know you've thought it--while viewing a "masterpiece" of abstract art, you mutter, "A kid could do that." 
Here Susie Hodge, author of How to Survive Modern Art, explains why the best examples of modern art are actually the 
result of sophisticated thought and serious talent. From Marcel Duchamp's notorious Fountain and the scribbles of Cy 
Twombly to Mark Rothko's multiforms and Carl Andre's uncarved blocks, Hodge addresses critical outrage with a reveal-
ing insight into the technical skill, layering of ideas, and sheer inspiration behind each work. In cleverly organized chap-
ters such as "Objects/ Toys," "Provocations/Tantrums," and "People/Monsters," Hodges thoughtfully and definitively lays 
bare the perception that modern art is mere child's play. 
 
Biography and Memoir 
 
Stronger, by Jeff Bauman 
Sponsored by: Mr. Sturges 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
When Jeff Bauman woke up on Tuesday, April 16th, 2013 in the Boston Medical Center, groggy from a series of lifesav-
ing surgeries and missing his legs, the first thing he did was try to speak. When he realized he couldn't, he asked for a 
pad and paper and wrote down seven words: "Saw the guy. Looked right at me," setting off one of the biggest manhunts 
in the country's history. 
 
The Last Lecture, by Randy Pausch 
Sponsored by: Ms. Frattassio 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
A lot of professors give talks titled "The Last Lecture." Professors are asked to consider their demise and to ruminate on 
what matters most to them. And while they speak, audiences can't help but mull the same question: What wisdom would 
we impart to the world if we knew it was our last chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our leg-
acy? When Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give such a lecture, he did-
n't have to imagine it as his last, since he had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the lecture he gave--
"Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams"--wasn't about dying. It was about the importance of overcoming obstacles, 
of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing every moment . 
 
When Breath Becomes Air,  by Paul Kalanith 
Sponsored by: Ms. Gair 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed 
with inoperable lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, the next he was a patient struggling to live. 
When Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi’s transformation from a medical student asking what makes a virtuous 
and meaningful life into a neurosurgeon working in the core of human identity – the brain – and finally into a patient and 
a new father. 
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NON-FICTION 
 
 
Psychology and Self-Improvement 
 
10% Happier, by Dan Harris 
Sponsored by: Mr. Braccini 
Reading Level: Easy     Mature Themes: No 
After having a nationally televised panic attack on Good Morning America, Dan Harris knew he had to make some 
changes. After learning about research that suggests meditation can do everything from lower your blood pressure to 
essentially rewire your brain, Harris took a deep dive into the underreported world of CEOs, scientists, and even marines 
who are now using it for increased calm, focus, and happiness. 10% Happier takes readers on a ride from the outer 
reaches of neuroscience to the inner sanctum of network news to the bizarre fringes of America's spiritual scene, and 
leaves them with a takeaway that could actually change their lives. 
 
The Mindful Teen: Powerful Skills to Help You Handle Stress One Mindful Moment at a Time, by Dzung X. Vo  
Sponsored by: Ms. Conley 
Reading Level: Easy     Mature Themes: No 
Being a teen is stressful! Whether it’s school, friends, or dating, the teen years are full of difficult changes—both mental-
ly and physically. If you’re like many teens, you may have difficulty dealing with stress in effective ways. You aren’t 
alone, and there are things you can do to stay calm, no matter how stressful life becomes. All you need to do is stop, 
breathe, and be mindful and aware in the present moment.  The Mindful Teen offers a unique program based in mindful-
ness-based stress reduction (MBSR) and mindfulness-based cognitive therapy (MBCT) to help you deal with stress. The 
simple, practical, and easy-to-remember tips in this book can be used every day to help you handle any difficult situation 
more effectively—whether it’s taking a test at school, having a disagreement with your parents, or a problem you are 
having with friends.  If you’re ready to uncover your own inner strength and resilience through mindful awareness and 
take charge of your life, this book will show you how.  
 
Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be, by Frank Bruni 
Sponsored by: Ms. Osborne 
Reading Level: Easy    Mature Themes: No 
Over the last few decades, Americans have turned college admissions into a terrifying and occasionally devastating pro-
cess, preceded by test prep, tutors, all sorts of stratagems, all kinds of rankings, and a conviction among too many 
young people that their futures will be determined and their worth established by which schools say yes and which say 
no.  That belief is wrong. It's cruel. And in WHERE YOU GO IS NOT WHO YOU'LL BE, Frank Bruni explains why, giving 
students and their parents a new perspective on this brutal, deeply flawed competition and a path out of the anxiety that 
it provokes.  Bruni, a bestselling author and a columnist for the New York Times, shows that the Ivy League has no mo-
nopoly on corner offices, governors' mansions, or the most prestigious academic and scientific grants. Through statis-
tics, surveys, and the stories of hugely successful people who didn't attend the most exclusive schools, he demonstrates 
that many kinds of colleges-large public universities, tiny hideaways in the hinterlands-serve as ideal springboards. And 
he illuminates how to make the most of them. What matters in the end are a student's efforts in and out of the class-
room, not the gleam of his or her diploma. 
 
Science and Environment 
 
Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson 
Sponsored by: Ms. Wick 
Reading Level: Difficult    Mature Themes: No 
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring was first published in three serialized excerpts in the New Yorker in June of 1962. The 
book appeared in September of that year and the outcry that followed its publication forced the banning of DDT and 
spurred revolutionary changes in the laws affecting our air, land, and water. Carson’s passionate concern for the future 
of our planet reverberated powerfully throughout the world, and her eloquent book was instrumental in launching the 
environmental movement. It is without question one of the landmark books of the twentieth century. 
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NON-FICTION 
 
Science and Environment (continued) 
 
On the Care for Our Common Home, by Pope Francis 
Sponsored by: Ms. Friar 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
On Care for Our Common Home (Laudato Si') is the new appeal from Pope Francis addressed to "every person living 
on this planet" for an inclusive dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet. Pope Francis calls the 
Church and the world to acknowledge the urgency of our environmental challenges and to join him in embarking on a 
new path. This encyclical is written with both hope and resolve, looking to our common future with candor and humility.  
 
History 
 
Knights of the Golden Circle: Secret Empire, Southern Secession, Civil War,  by David C. Keehn 
Sponsored by: Mr. Whittenhall 
Reading Level: Intermediate   Mature Themes: No 
Note from Mr. Whittenhall: The actual reading is only 190 pages; the book looks longer as there is other information in-
cluded. Based on years of exhaustive and meticulous research, David C. Keehn's study provides the first comprehen-
sive analysis of the Knights of the Golden Circle, a secret southern society that initially sought to establish a slave-
holding empire in the "Golden Circle" region of Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central America. Keehn reveals the origins, 
rituals, structure, and complex history of this mysterious group, including its later involvement in the secession move-
ment. 


